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The painting, the literature, the music have told many times the story of Dido and 
Aeneas, a story of love and abandonment. The English composer Henry Purcell 
made a great impact version during the late '600: it is the myth told by Virgilio 
that dissolves and mixes with fable, in which witches, magical apparitions and a 
oneiric atmosphere create a delicate opera in the poetical baroque exultation. 



Music, singing and evanescence: on these elements the Company Controluce 
Teatro d'Ombra tells the story of Dido and Aeneas with silhouette and human 
shadows, translating the music in live acting and dancing with shadows. From 
the first image, the ship of Aeneas crossing the screen-sails, ideal and symbolic 
place where the drama takes place - the Dido and Aeneas story turns into a great 
mosaic of the Trojan prince’s memory while he goes away from Carthage for ever 
to face his hero's destiny. 

Melodrama is a form of storytelling that belong to us and accompany us, great 
stories that are at the roots of our culture. The shadow is intangible and 
ephemeral as music; attaching it to opera is a way to get to melodrama narrative 
revealing its most hidden mechanisms. 

"Dido and Aeneas" in the staging of Controluce debuted with live music in 1999 
at the Festival INCANTI in Turin, and was represented in Italy (Teatro Regio of 
Parma-Verdi Festival, Conservatory of Bolzano, Teatro Municipal of Merano, Teatro 
Coccia of Novara, Teatro Alfieri of Asti, Brescia, Alessandria...) and abroad, 
including the Journées de Théâtrales Carthage (Tunisia). The show was taken up 
in a new version in 2007 and debuted at Lugo Opera Festival and at the Teatro 
Comunale of Bologna. Another version with the Quartet Terpsycordes and musical 
direction of Leonardo Garcia Alarcon debuted at the Shadows Festival of Staggia 
Senese in June 2008. A version under the musical direction of Kenneth Weiss 
was presented in Madrid at the Circulo de Bellas Artes in November 2008. Last 
version, with the Academia Montis Regalis and Chorus Maghini, was presented at 
the Society of Whist-Accademia Filarmonica di Torino in 2012. 

The version with recorded music was represented many times in Italy (including 
Miramare Castle in Trieste, Palermo di Scena festival in Sicily, L’altro volto del 
teatro festival in Cagliari...) and abroad, including the International Shadows 
Theatre Festival of Schwäbisch Gmünd (Germany), where it won the audience 
Award, the festivals of Mistelbach and Wels in Austria, the 10 Festival Youth in 
Singapore, the International Kukla Festival of Istanbul and Izmir (Turkey) and 
many others. 
 

     
 
 

     


