
 
 

Shadow Theatre Workshop 
 

"Poetics and techniques of Controluce Shadow Theatre" 
 

 
 

with Controluce Shadow Theatre 
(Cora De Maria, Alberto Jona, Jenaro Meléndrez Chas) 

 
 

Shadow theatre stems from an ancient tradition that is still alive in 
countries like China, India, Indonesia, Turkey and Greece. Versatile and 
flexible, it is the object of attention from contemporary experimental 
theatre worldwide. In its current form, it has become an increasingly 
diverse and surprising gender that in recent years has increasingly 
contaminated prose and musical theatres, able to fascinate adults and 
children telling stories sometimes small and sometimes touching profound 
issues of humanity 
 
The structure of the workshop proposed by Controluce foresees a maximum 
of 20 participants and two or three teachers, with a minimum of two 5-hour 
sessions on consecutive days. 
 
The workshop's objective is an immersion into contemporary shadow 
theatre following the experience of the company Controluce. Shadow 
theatre, by the fact of using readily available materials, is greatly suitable to 
educational experiences, as for implementation requires, rather than costs, 
imagination and teamwork. 
 
 

 



WORKSHOP SCHEDULE (hypothesis for two days of 5 hours) 
 
 
1st day (5 hours) 
 
Theory: a brief summary about shadow theater with viewing video 
materials, if possible. 
Overview of different possibilities for constructing silhouettes, types 
of movement, screens, lamps and light use. 
Division of participants into work groups in order to create some 
short scenes. 
Selection of topics for each scene. 
Construction of a storyboard. 
Drawing and cut of silhouettes useful for the scenes. 
Handling and use of light exercises. 
 
 
2nd day (5 hours) 
Checking and building up of the prepared material. 
Each group represents its built scene. 
 
MATERIAL AND PROPS REQUIRED 
Large room, with work tables, which can be perfectly darkened. 
Monitor video and DVD player. 
Sheets of black cardboard, white pencils, cutters, wooden louvers for 
mounting the silhouettes, glue and scissors. Roll of white paper. 
 
 
MATERIAL PROVIDED BY THE COMPANY 
Lamps for shadow theater, projection screens, colored filters and 
other support materials. 
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